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A very happy New Year to all our readers.
Well it looks as though 2017 is going to be a very interesting year. With an

unknown quantity in the White house, an uncertain but optimistic future for
the UK outside the EU and continuing disintegration in the middle East, I
hope we see 2018 with a clearer view.

I realise that that may sound like I am being pessimistic, yet I do not feel it. Changes are always
unsettling until a plan is known. There are lots of old sayings one can put in here. New Broom
sweeps clean. Change is a good thing. Doing nothing means you go backwards (as everybody
else goes forwards). Etc.

Perhaps the Donald will bring some focus on issues that have been left to fester for years and
get the American people moving forwards in a positive way. Perhaps the UK leaving the EU will
open new horizons for us and allow us to grow, free from the limitations that the EU brings with
it. These things could happen fairly quickly, but I think the continuing conflicts in the Middle East
will run for a long time to come. After all, conflict there has been ongoing not just for decades
and centuries, but for millennia! 

Closer to home I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas. I certainly did, falling into all the
usual traps of too much of everything. But one of the highlights for me was going to the Primary
school to see the school nativity play. Clearly I have a biased view here with three grandchildren
involved, but I thought the whole school, staff and children, put on an amazing show.

To have, at a guess, 120 of the younger ones acting and singing, with more than a good doze
of enthusiasm, through three acts with no scripts or word sheets, and singing in tune (mostly), was
uplifting to say the least. Congratulations to all the little ones for doing a great job and also to the
staff for the organisation of such an undertaking.

In particular for me, it struck an emotional chord, because 30 years on I experienced the
pleasure of being with my grandchildren’s two mums, my daughters, who, 30 years before had
been the kids on the same stage in the same hall doing their first nativity play! Makes you feel
your age when you realise it is a generation on, right there. Happy days!

Plenty to note in this month’s magazine with, in particular, a notice from the Legion Social
Club of their upcoming Annual General Meeting. A major organisational issue to be addressed
and a request for members to attend.

Tony Jolley makes some interesting observations on our involvement with ‘The Church’ and
the varying attendance that larger Cathedrals have against other smaller parish churches.

Gerry Daish, with his eagle sports eye, gives us the latest news. He should take some comfort
in the thought that as far as Rugby is concerned, even I recognise the success that England have
enjoyed over this last year, being unbeaten in 15 successive internationals. Mind you the old
homeland kept a respectably small points match difference, second only to the 4 points difference
in England’s tour match against Australia in June.

Gerry also makes an apparent comparison between me and Andy Murray which defies belief.
The only similarity I could possibly come up with was a liking for the job that we do. Even in
that he would be streets ahead of me! At least I don’t have to take an ice bath after writing this.
More a lump of ice in a G&T.
I hope 2017 is a good year for you. The trick is to make it so. All the best.    
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Bottisham Bowling Club and The Royal British Legion Social Club

On the 21st JANUARY 2017 
at 7.30PM

With musical entertainment from 
‘Let the good times roll!’

and some of the words of the Bard

TRADITIONAL MENU

HAGGIS, NEEPS & TATTIES
******

STEAK PIE WITH ROAST POTATOES &
VEGETABLES

(VEGETARIAN OPTION AVAILABLE)
********

CHEESE & OATCAKES
£20.00

Tickets are available from The Legion 
or from Jim Carswell on 01223 812857

Open to all, not only Bowls Club or Legion members.
Come and celebrate our other bard.

BURNS
SUPPER
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The cost is £10 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are welcome
to bring along your own refreshments.  There is ample parking on site.
For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks, 01638
741159 or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main Hall at
Bottisham Village College.We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American
and popular Sequence dancing.
January 14th, February 11th (Black Tie optional), March 11th, 

April 1st and May 13th (Floral May Ball)
Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm
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Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Bottisham WI
Vic Botterill spoke at our November meeting on the History of Nursery Rhymes. As an ex
Police Chief Constable he had used his detective skills to research rhymes recognising them
as a source of our oral history and culture. While we are exposing our children and
grandchildren to vintage rhymes we don’t realise the twisted lyrics and frightening back
stories. Baa Baa Black Sheep is about the medieval wool tax of King Edward 111, Mary,
Mary Quite Contrary refers to Queen Mary daughter of Henry VIII concerning the torture
and murder of Protestants as she was a staunch Catholic. “Silver Bells” were thumbscrews
and “cockleshells” were instruments of torture attached to male genitals. Humpty Dumpty
was believed to be a huge cannon set on the walls of Colchester castle which fell during the
Civil war and could not be reassembled by all the Kings Men. We learned a lot about the
basis for several rhymes and told that “Ring around the Rosy” does not refer to the Great
Plague - which is not what it says on the Internet! 

We had a great day on our coach trip to Norwich, shopping, walking, museum visiting,
eating and drinking and stayed long enough to see the Christmas lights shining.

Our darts group practise regularly, our walking group continues to be well attended and
our craft group will begin meeting in the New Year

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 17th January when Jamie Sugg a local artist will give a
talk and demonstration. Visitors and new members are very welcome to come and join us in
our 99th year.

Sylvia Overton 

Poppy Appeal Report 
As I near the end of my second year as Poppy Appeal Organiser I look back and am pleased
to say it has been successful 

74 boxes have gone out this year and the total count is £4966.21. We still have money to
come in from church donations, fundraising events at the social club, and wreaths. We have
had a lot of requests for wreaths this year, 9 in total. We have also had 10 all year round boxes
out in the local pubs & clubs, and I have already had a request from the new 'Shed' in Lode
to have 2 all year round boxes as soon as possible

I must  say a massive thank you to Beryl Barrett who yet again took 20 boxes which she
delivered around the neighbouring villages and then picked up and brought back to the count,
taking a good chunk of the work away for me. Another particular thank you I must say is to
Trevor Cox and his cadets who did house to house collections in the Swaffhams and raised a
massive £271.36 between them. I also want to say a huge thank you to everyone who helps
with the poppy appeal. Whether they are one of the 28 people who collect around the villages
or those who turn out to help count all the money raised. It wouldn't happen without you.

Thank you - Kat Rayment, Poppy Appeal Organiser
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Services in Holy Trinity Bottisham in January
Sunday 1st 10am Benefice Communion Revd Sue Giles

Wednesday 4th 8pm Compline by Candlelight Led by Dr Sarah Maxwell

Sunday 8th 10am Benefice Communion Revd Sue Giles

Sunday 15th 8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

11am Morning Prayer
Sunday 22nd No service in Bottisham

10am Benefice All-Age Service in Swaffham Bulbeck

Sunday 29th 11am Holy Communion Revd Elizabeth Caswell

Benefice services are services shared by the five churches in the Anglesey Group
(Bottisham, Lode, Quy, Swaffham Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior). Details of these services
can also be found on the Bottisham pages of the Anglesey website
www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/parishes/bottisham or simply put 'Holy Trinity
Bottisham' into Google). Any late changes in times or places of services will be given there,
along with details of any funerals or weddings in Holy Trinity.

Animal Care
From animal sitting to dog walking,

nearly all animals catered for including:
Dogs - large or small

Cats, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs etc
Horses looked after including

mucking out, feeding &
grooming etc

Many years experience
Weekend & hourly rates

Contact Meryl on:
07828 583845

me@merylblunk.com
Fully Insured Local Service
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News from Bottisham Community Primary School

It has been a busy, purposeful and happy term for all the children, staff and Governors at
Bottisham, although I think everyone is ready for the Christmas break! Certainly a lot has
been packed in.

The children have been finding out what life was like for people living in Castles and how
to be a Norman archer (Reception and KS1); as Romans (Y3/4) learning about crafts,
banquets and how to march like a Roman soldier; and for children as evacuees during World
War II (Y5/6) through role play and visits. At the end of November, children in Willow class
(Y5/6) went to Queens Court to share their World War themed assembly and had an
opportunity to residents who shared some of their first hand experiences of WWII. They all
rounded off the visit with a rousing rendition of “The White Cliffs of Dover”.

At the end of November, Bottisham Community Primary School choir took part in the
Barnardos Young Supporters concert at the Royal Albert Hall. Our choir joined with around
100 other schools to perform some well-known Christmas songs and had a fantastic time.
They were excellent ambassadors of the school. And Christmas proper started with the
Foundation Stage/KS1 Christmas performance on 6th/7th December: ‘Cockadoodle
Christmas!’ - a perfect opportunity for children to dress up as piglets, calves, chicks, etc.,
while Nursery shone as twinkling stars much to everyone’s delight.

All wonderful events. However as the term draws to a close, chart fever has gripped us all.
Maple and Willow classes (Y5/6), under the enthusiastic direction of Mrs McMahon, have
entered the Cambridgeshire song writing competition 'Sing for Your School' in a bid to take
'A Big Bottisham Welcome' to the Christmas Number One slot. The school with the most
overall plays by 3rd January gets automatic entry to the Corn Exchange closing festival in
March. The children have been energetically encouraging as many listeners as possible. At
time of writing we lead both competitions!
See the School website for the chance to listen to 'A Big Bottisham Welcome':
www.bottisham.cambs.sch.uk
and to see more news and highlights of the school.
If you are interested in the life of the school and have some spare time, why not volunteer?

We have a vacancy for a co-opted governor and always welcome volunteers to help our
readers or support other activities. Please contact the school via the website or the office for
details (Tel: 01223 811235).
A healthy and happy 2017 to one and all. May all the surprises it contains

be pleasant ones!
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SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck
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RENEW Church is very excited to be hosting two Alpha courses (www.alpha.org) starting
this month. Everyone has questions. We believe that everyone should have the chance to
explore the Christian faith, ask their questions and share their point of view.

You don’t even have to commit to the whole course initially, why not come along to an
introductory session and take it from there? You are so very welcome at either of these courses:
Sunday Morning (starting 8th Jan): 10.30-12noon - Bottisham Primary School

(followed by lunch together from 12noon on 8th Jan)
Monday Evening (starting 9th Jan): 7.30-10pm - Bottisham Primary School (inc.

evening meal)
WHAT IS ALPHA?
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that explore the basics of the Christian faith.                
No pressure. No follow up. No charge. - Run over twelve weeks, each session looks at

a different question around faith and is designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all
around the globe, and everyone's welcome. No two Alphas look the same, but generally
they have three key things in common:
First up there’s food: - Whether it's a group of friends gathered around a kitchen table,

or a quick catch up over coffee and cake, food has a way of bringing people together. It's
no different at Alpha. Sessions start with food because it's a great way to build community
and get to know each other.
Then a talk: - The talks are designed to grab your attention and inspire conversation.

We will be using the brand new Alpha Film Series, a brilliantly produced film around
twenty-five minutes long for each week. They explore the big issues around faith and
unpack the basics of Christianity, addressing questions from Is there more to life than this?
to Who is Jesus? and How can we have faith? to Why and how do I pray?
Followed by good conversation: - The chance to share thoughts and ideas on the topic,

and simply discuss it in a small group. There's no obligation to say anything and there's
nothing you can't say. It's an opportunity to hear from others and contribute your own
perspective in an honest, friendly and open environment.

Check out our website www.renewchurch.org.uk or contact Alan Brand or Peter Wells for
more information and to sign up. We look forward to exploring the Christian faith with you.

HAPPY NEW YEAR! - Revd Alan Brand

RENEW Church Services in January 2017.
We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services.
A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome.
1st January. 10.30am RENEW The Bigger Picture. With Communion 

(Bottisham Primary School)   
8th January. 10.30am Alpha #1 (at the School) followed by shared lunch.
8th January. 6.20pm Evening Worship. (at Lode Chapel)
15th January. 10.30am Alpha #2 (at the School)
22nd January. 10.30am Alpha #3 (at the School)
22nd January. 6.20pm Evening Worship. (at Lode Chapel)
29th January. 10.30am Alpha #4 (at the School)
For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.     Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com
Or visit our website at www.renewchurch.org.uk 

RE:NEW Church Family
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free Estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK
M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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Healthy Walking at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE. Thursday 5,12,19,26 January: 10am or
10.30am-11am Join our healthy walkers for a Walking for Health accredited sociable walk
around the park. Meet at the Stable Rooms at 10am for a longer walk or 10.30am for a
shorter stroll. All welcome, suitable for all abilities. Free of charge and no need to book,
but please arrive 10 minutes early to register if it’s your first time. Donations towards the
upkeep of the park are always welcome. 

New Year’s Day Guided Walk at Coton Reserve. CB23 7PZ. Sunday 1 January: 
11am-1.30pm Welcome in the New Year by joining the CambridgePPF team for a
revitalising walk through Coton Reserve. Enjoy the stunning winter landscapes and
wildlife with the option of lunch at the village pub afterwards. Walk starts in the car park
of The Plough at 11am. 
NB: Booking essential. Free but donations welcome. Optional lunch at The Plough after
the walk - please book a table directly with pub (01954 210489). Directions: The Plough
is a short walk north up Grantchester Road from the Reserve. If driving directly to The
Reserve please park in Martin Car Park.

Conservation volunteer activity - hedge laying at Wandlebury. Sat. 14 and 21 January:
11.00am-3.30pm Join the Cambridge PPF team ‘laying’ a hedge to improve its structure
and strength making it better for wildlife, improving views across the countryside and
stimulating fresh hedge growth. Tools will be provided. Please wear warm waterproof
clothing, sturdy footwear and bring a packed lunch. Meet at Wandlebury notice board at the
top of the car park. Adults only. Free event but booking essential as numbers are limited.

Conservation volunteer activity - Coppicing & Coppice products at Wandlebury.
CB2 23AE. Saturdays 28 January and 4 February - 11.00am-3.30pm Join the
CambridgePPF team re-coppicing hazel stools to help increase biodiversity in the
woodland. Hazel poles will be split and wattle hurdles made for use around the park.
Stakes and hetherings for our hedge will be cut, as well as bean poles and pea sticks,
gleaned from the brash. Tools will be provided. Please wear warm waterproof clothing,
sturdy footwear and bring a packed lunch. Meet at Wandlebury notice board at the top of
the car park. Adults only. Free event but booking essential as numbers are limited.

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future
-  A colourful month of activities 

ST. MARY’S SINGERS AND PLAYERS 

St. Mary’s Church, Swaffham Bulbeck 

The 21st Annual Concert 
HANDEL: Zadok the Priest SCHUTZ: Die mit Tränen Säen
HAYDN: Cello Concerto in C (soloist: Leo Popplewell)
BATTEN: O Sing Joyfully GOSS: O Saviour of  the World
STANFORD: The Blue Bird WALTON: A Litany
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: Five Mystical Songs 

Refreshments available.
Free admission on the door with retiring collection for the Church and charity
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N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 
07824 727277 or 01638 662760

EMAIL
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK

WEBSITE
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -
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Parish Notes
Welcome to 2017!  Our County Councillor Mathew Shuter has been looking into the priorities
at the Quy roundabout for us once again.  He reported at our last meeting that it was a difficult
situation as the A14 was the responsibility of Highways England and it was hard to ascertain
where their responsibility ended and County Council Highways began.  Highways England
does not accept that they are responsible for the slip road leading off of the A14 up to the
roundabout even though the signage is in their area.  Once the proposed devolution has
happened in May this will be easier to sort out as the leaders of Cambridgeshire County
Council and Peterborough City Council will be members of the future assembly and one of
the things they will be responsible for is Highways. County Councillor Shuter has asked that
this be listed as a matter for ‘improvements under devolution’.  Funding for the new authority
will be £20 million a year plus £100 million for housing and a further £70 million for
affordable housing which will be Cambridge orientated.  

With regards to the primary winter road gritting routes, the County Council have cut
back from 44% of roads being gritted to 30%.  Parish Council were concerned to see that
the High Street and in particular Lode Road outside of Bottisham Village College had been
taken off the route.  The primary routes are the ones that are done first, mostly during the
night and then the secondary routes are gritted. The High Street/Lode Road is on the
secondary route and County Councillor Shuter felt that this would have been gritted by the
start of school.  

Regarding future play areas in the village we are still waiting a response from the District
Council regarding the public open space at Ancient Meadows.  We have written to Bloor
Homes as part of the development on Tunbridge Lane has been left as a site for employment
which may not now be needed. We are also investigating other possibilities including the
option of including a play area in the proposed new development on Bell Road.  

There were lots of planning issues at the last meeting including the redevelopment of the
former police station in Bell Road into 9 no. flats with off street parking and a new access
road off the highway.  Parish Council do have concerns over traffic as Bell Road is a main
route into the village and is prone to speeding vehicles despite the traffic calming.  The site
is on a slight bend in the road and although 22 parking spaces have been allocated there are
concerns that vehicles will park on the road especially delivery lorries during the build
which is hazardous to other vehicles coming into Bottisham.  Parish Council do not object
to the application  but will suggest that Highways look more closely at the site, improve the
visibility splays and explore the possibility of installing a raised table here to prevent
parking on Bell Road in the vicinity of the flats.

Regarding the outline planning permission for the extension of Bottisham Village
College some parish councillors were concerned about fencing issues to do with this
application.  One of the maps shows fencing of the site which effectively blocks off all
access from Lode Road and to the sports pavilion.  Although it was felt that this was an error
Parish Council will be clarifying with the developer that this is not the case and asking that
the maps are corrected.  It is recognised that times are changing and schools will no longer
be accessible during school hours but we want to ensure that the playing fields can be
reached outside of school hours.

Councillor Ogborn reported that things are finally moving with regards to the proposed
new cemetery on Lode Road. Once the sugar beet is fully harvested work on the hydro
geological investigations will start in January. 
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837358550
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16/01464/FUL Bottisham Police Station, 12 Bell Road, Redevelopment of former police
station. 9 flats with off street parking and new access road off Bell Road highway. NEW
APPLICATION

16/01469/FUL Land south of 17 Stocks Close, Erection of 2 no. detached 3 bed houses
NEW APPLICATION

16/01611/FUL 5 Arber Close, Single storey side and rear extension, NEW APPLICATION
16/01609/FUL 11 Pound Close, Single storey rear and side extension, NEW

APPLICATION
16/01258/FUL 4 Thomas Christian Way, Single storey side extension, APPROVED BY ECDC
16/01240/FUL Church Farm House, 69 High Street, Demolition and rebuilding of

outbuilding as garage and studio, APPLICATION APPROVED BY ECDC

Planning Notes

I recently saw the film ‘I Daniel Blake’ and thought we might like to give a little support to
a local Foodbank.

Newmarket open Door is a charity providing vulnerable people with supported housing
and training opportunities in Newmarket. As well as this they run a Charity Superstore,
Foodbank and Training Centre. They also run a the Recycling Centre in Newmarket to
fundraise and support the wider community.

Emmaus Cambridge and Jimmy’s Nightshelter Cambridge worked in partnership to form
the Foodbank as an independent charity in 2001, opening in a small warehouse in Coldhams
Road.  In 2008 the Foodbank moved to Newmarket to co-locate with Open Door and
benefit from lower rent and larger premises. The two charities completed a merger in 2009.

You can find a collection box at RENEW Church in Bottisham, at St James Church, Lode
and at the Wednesday Coffee mornings in the Chapel in Lode. The Foodbank is very
grateful for donations including:

• Tins - soups, meat, fish, beans, fruit and vegetables
• Packets - soups, flour, sugar and dried vegetables, breakfast cereals
• Jars - pickles, olives, ketchup, mayonnaise, salad cream, cooking sauces
• Snacks - Biscuits, cereal bars, chocolate, sweets and cakes
• Drinks - Water, lemonade, squash, cola, juices, milk and other soft drinks
• Pets - Cat and dog foods, tins, pouches, dried foods and litter
• Cleaning - Soap powder, bleaches, washing up liquid, toilet cleaners, cleaning products
• Toiletries - Shampoos, toothpastes, soaps, shaving gels and other personal hygiene products
• Seasonal items - Easter Eggs and Christmas Puddings
• Frozen foods including ready meals (keep frozen)
• Fresh - fruit, salads and vegetables, Bread, cakes, doughnuts
If you have fresh or frozen items please contact Beth or Alan to arrange collection.

All items will be put together and taken to the Foodbank regularly.
Please contact Beth on 813373 or Alan on 812558 if you cannot get to a box, if you

need anything picking up, or if you would like to volunteer to occasionally transport
items to Open Door. 

Newmarket Open Door 
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• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed

POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:

• Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume
jeweller • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics •
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass
• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid.
Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194

WANTED
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Dear Friends old and new. We are thrilled to be contributing to the Cresset as a new ongoing
piece each month. 

Queens Court is a small but almost perfectly formed care-home in Bottisham. We are home
to around 55 people and a hub of activity for a further 20 or so people four days a week at our
Day Centre. 

We offer laughs, companionship, a home cooked two-course meal - we can even offer a
haircut or a wash and set and even access to our visiting chiropodist. If required, we can also
provide transport to and from peoples homes in the surrounding villages. 

Our activities range from a good old fashioned sing along round the piano to quizzes, arts
and crafts and chair exercises, we have professional entertainers and access to Church
services and Communions for those unable to get to their local Churches too. We see people
connecting and forging new friendships and re-discovering old friendships all the time. 

Our aim in writing this short (but hopefully interesting) column each month is to encourage
people to come and visit, and to support us. Having been a central part of local life for some
decades now; we know that many readers will have a connection to us. We like to think that
we might be of interest, some of you might enjoy spending some time with us, as a visitor to
the Day Centre, a volunteer, or even if you'd like to support our ongoing fundraising activities.

Currently we are raising money for a mini-bus which will allow us greater freedom in so
many ways, and would benefit our day visitors and residents a huge amount. Some of our older
residents in our villages can sometimes feel a little isolated, we feel strongly that we must reach
out and remind everyone that we are here.

If you, or a loved one thinks that a visit to the Day Centre would be worth a try, then by all
means contact us for a free taster session, (we are unable to offer transport for this offer)

We all look forward to meeting some of you soon and keeping you in touch with what we
get up to each month. If you'd like to get in touch please do on (01223 811905). For more
general information please visit www.mha.org.uk.

News from Queens Court

At our last session on Film Documentaries, Laurence reminded us that you cannot always
believe what you see and hear in a documentary. He presented once again that film on
Spaghetti Harvesting in Switzerland, we all enjoyed seeing on April Fool’s Day 1957,
presented on Panorama by Richard Dimbleby; remember? Many viewers at the time it was
first shown contacted the BBC asking how they could grow spaghetti too!

As mentioned in the last issue of the Cresset, in our next series of lectures on The Self
Portrait, Fiona Lucraft will also be questioning the accuracy of what we are seeing in
pictures and other portrayals of personality. 

Members old and new are welcome to join us for this series of lectures at the Royal
British Legion Social Club, Bottisham, commencing on Thursday 12th January. Please note
that for this series of lectures we will be starting at 10.30am and not 10.00am as previously 

Gerry Cowley

WEA News
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• Local Charities can offer support to people with a minimum of two
years residence in the village.

• If you receive additional state benefits for pensions, housing or
disability you may be eligible for help with household bills

• If you are starting a course of Higher Education you can apply for
help with buying text books

• If you are starting an Apprenticeship you can apply for help with
buying tools and equipment

For further information or an application form email the Clerk
coralhatley@gmail.com or telephone 811457

Bottisham Local
Charities Trustees

Are you looking for something new to do in 2017?
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) is looking for volunteers in our area to

join its successful Community Champion scheme.
Amongst other things, Community Champions encourage local residents to carry out fire

safety checks in their homes, visit community groups and educate about fire safety and
escape plans. 

CFRS will provide training, a uniform and a wide range of activities in which to become
involved, all of which will help our communities to keep safe from the risk of fire.   

No previous qualifications or specific skills are required to become a Community
Champion as CFRS is always seeking people from diverse backgrounds. The scheme is run
by the charity Groundwork on behalf of CFRS and to find out more about it, please contact
Katie Dean on 01480 587140/07736 132870 or email katie.dean@groundwork.org.uk.

And don’t forget to make a New Year Resolution to regularly test your smoke alarms,
and those of your elderly relatives and neighbours, once a month by pressing the ‘test’
button on the device. To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check please
visit our website.
All at CFRS wish you a happy and safe New Year. Michael White
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk.

Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook

January Bulletin
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Bottisham Village College Main Hall
Term times only

Club Night Wednesday 7.15pm
Thursdays League Matches

Club Night on Thursdays if no Matches
CARPET BOWLS IS SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES AND ALL EQUIPMENT IS

PROVIDED BY THE CLUB.
WE ARE A FRIENDLY GROUP AND NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME,

SO PLEASE COME ALONG AND TRY YOUR HAND.

Further details from:
Nora Watson - 01223 812121 (email: nora@gandnwatson.uk)

Peter Hofton - 01223 811191
Richard Nichols - 01223 812158

BOTTISHAM
CARPET

BOWLS CLUB4 W
EEK

S 

FRE
E T

RIA
L

BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB

Are holding their annual

Jumble Sale
SATURDAY 4TH FEBRUARY

At The Royal British Social Legion Club
Doors open 2.00pm -  entry 50p

Items for sale may be brought to Legion from 10.00am
(no shoes please)

Further details from Cindy King on 811220

NEW YEAR, NEW BROOM!
HAVE A NEW YEAR CLEAR OUT!
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ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 
& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis
Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level
Karin Hulme 812669
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Electrician
J.W.Electrical

Competitive Prices
Free Estimates
Fast Friendly

Service
Part P Approved for
Building Regulations

07804 896861
01223 574262

OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com
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Community Nurses: As a result of our petition (725 names) Aidan Thomas, Chief
Executive of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust, attended our
meeting to explain about the new Neighbourhood Teams.  Bottisham and 8 other practices
based just north of the A14 will form the Cambridge North Villages Team with a base at
Histon.  Community Nurses along with other health professionals and social care will be
part of the team. Patients raised questions and voiced their concerns about how the
continuity of care could be maintained, particularly the current close connection the nurses
have with our GPs, and also pointed out the delays and difficulties of the travelling.
Another issue highlighted was that nurses would not have their medical supplies
in Bottisham.       

Red Bucket Appeal: So far this money has been used for equipment requested by the
Practice.  At the last meeting it was felt we should ask patients if they had any suggestions
for suitable items that could be considered. Please pass suggestions to
s.j.gilson@btinternet.com or leave at the reception.

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be delighted to hear from you – please see the
notice board in the waiting room for details, speak to the receptionist or look at the practice’s
website for further information  www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see
what your Patients’ Group has achieved.

Walks for Health: The next walk with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson starts at
11.00 am from the surgery car park on 11th January, 3rd and 15th February and 3rd and 15th
March 2017.   Do join Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey
walks continue on Thursdays at 10am from the reception area.

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will meet on 26th January 2017 at 6.30pm at the surgery. 

Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Group
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH AT 
THE LEGION SOCIAL CLUB

The Royal British Legion Social Club, Bottisham & St. James’s,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9BA

Tel. 01223 812063   www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Line Dancing every Wednesday (except the first Wednesday in the month.)
Bingo every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

Member’s draw, Meat draw and Play you cards right every Friday
OPENING TIMES Mon-Thurs 5-11pm : Fri 5-12pm : Sat-11.45-12pm : Sun 12.-11pm

Don't Forget The Regular Activities For You To Join In And Enjoy
Darts / Pool / Snooker / Billiards / Cribbage / Dominoes / Bar billiards
Also Hall and Poppy Lounge room hire available for all your functions

********
Saturday 7th January - 4.00pm to 7.00pm
CHILDREN’S FAMILY DISCO

Free entry
********

Monday 17th January - 8.00pm
SOCIAL CLUB AGM 

As members, come and hear what your club has planned. See the notice opposite
regarding a particular issue to be addressed. If you want the Club, the Club needs you!

********
Wednesday 19th January

BRANCH MEETING OF BOTTISHAM & DISTRICT BRANCH
All members welcome

********
Saturday 21st January - 7.00 for 7.30pm 

BURNS SUPPER
Hosted by Bottisham Bowling Club and the Social Club

Traditional fare, Entertainment and Piper
********

Saturday 4th Febrary - 2.00pm
BOWLING CLUB JUMBLE SALE 

Bring items from 10.00am
********

Saturday 4th February - 7.00 for 7.30pm
QUIZ NIGHT FOR THE LIBRARY

£7.50pp including a ploughmans.    Upto to 6 per team.
********

PETER
Cross-Out

PETER
Inserted Text
Wednesday 18th January - 8.00pm 

PETER
Cross-Out

PETER
Inserted Text
Monday 16th January - 8.00pm
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

YOUR SOCIAL 
CLUB NEEDS YOU!

A MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS.
■ Due to considerable changes implemented by The Royal British Legion

membership council, The £1 club fee paid and collected centrally
alongside the Legion membership subscription, is no longer
collected centrally, a loss of £600 to the club.

■ Up until this year we have also received club fees from St James's
branch members amounting to £8-10K per year. Due to these
changes they are no longer enrolling their members in our social
club and so we no longer receive this support.

We need to address this to continue the success of our amazing club
and facilities...

At our AGM, on January 16th  2017, the social club committee will be
proposing that (alongside your RBL membership, which goes direct to the
Legion and is required), the club will also have an annual subscription of £5
per year from September 2017 (paid by D/D preferably) to ensure that we are
able to deliver the excellent service and prices that we are used to at the club.

It is vital that you come to our AGM on January 16th and voice your opinion. 
Our facilities are for the whole of Bottisham. If you have never been to

the club please come and have a drink and see what we have to offer.
A note to current and lapsed members -  please make sure you renew

your current club membership a.s.a.p. to enable you to attend the AGM and
to continue making use of all we have to offer. Speak to Katy, Matt or email
our membership secretary Suzy on suzywoolley2002@yahoo.co.uk.
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Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at 

BottishamCresset@gmail.com

D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW
COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS

Family run business for 40 years
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost

TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 - Kevin Crisp; 07523044521 
Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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I read with interest the Parish Council's article in The Cresset last month and thought I
would revisit the old debate over the desperate need of variety of play spaces to satisfy the
range of needs of our village's children.

It was frustrating that no headway could be made with Peterhouse College's sale of land
to David Wilson Homes for the Bendish Lane development that would secure a piece of
land for a playground equipped for older village kids. As you know, I wrote to Peterhouse
College asking if they would consider donating or selling land to the village in any future
development transaction.  The College bursar wrote an encouraging and polite response
saying that while they would not donate land, the reasonable the mechanism by which to
secure such land or facility would be through the planning process. As the Parish Council
recently explained in The Cresset, Peterhouse College are looking for a new developer
partner for another land sale of theirs, located to the south of Ox Meadow.  It strikes me that
the time is right for the Parish Council to use the planning process offered by this scheme
to secure land for playgrounds in the village.  

The inclusion of this land in the District Council's (DC) Core Strategy saw its exception
from protected Green Belt at a time when the DC had been told that the the proposed supply
of new housing was found to be too low by the Planning Inspector examining the emerging
Local Plan.  This plan also acknowledges that the village is inadequately supplied with play
spaces for a village of this size and demography (c. 2,100 people).  It is possible, then, that
the DC might strongly support any petition to them to ensure that any new developments
that occur in the village would need to ensure that further land is acquired to enable suitable
playgrounds to be formed in suitable locations around the village.

In the past we have been told that money given to the village as part of a Section 106
requirement of the Town & Country Planning Act attached to certain developments (including
Ancient Meadow) cannot be spent to create playgrounds as there is no village owned land on
which to develop them - so while the village could be relatively well-off for structural
improvements such as this, we can't spend the money as we haven't any land to spend it on -
a classic Catch 22! It is time to urge the developers to secure land as well as funding to ensure
that their developments are truly sustainable, which is what they are supposed to be according
to the National Planning Policy Framework that governs all planning matters.

Most developments of over 30 houses have to include an area of open space.  The Public
Open Space at Ancient Meadow is located in an unexcavated area of the Roman
archaeological site where the Roman villa farm remains are preserved in situ.  Any
development in this area, even for the foundations of playground equipment, would trigger
a need to excavate the remains for which the PC would have to pay.  It is an unsuitable
space for playground equipment.  This is also true of the open space enclosed by the
Bendyshe moat at the end of Bendish Lane, as this is a scheduled ancient monument and
protected from development impacts of any kind. The sole remaining spaces that see some
public access are the Village College playing fields and those at the Primary School, neither

Dear Editor

Continued on page 37
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of which have permanent public access, nor spaces suitable for young people to play on or
in more robust equipment. The Village College has other plans for what is now their land
and do not wish to host community facilities in it. Lastly, the earthworks in the field to the
rear of the barns at the top end of the High Street are equally unsuitable, as these are also
archaeological remains, here likely to be of medieval village remains. Development
proposals on earthwork sites are not usually given planning consent.

The village desperately needs new recreation land secured as part of new development
on which to develop ball or skate parks, and where great equipment will enable our kids to
become fit, healthy adults. We all urge the Parish Council to lead bold discussions with the
District Council to require developers to provide this much needed asset for the village.

Kasia Gdaniec

Happy New Year to you all and hope you will resolve to visit us regularly in 2017. We shall
reopen on Tuesday 3rd January for the 3.00 – 5.00 pm session.

We have new books in stock for you to borrow as we have started to spend our Waitrose
money. They include the new Richard and Judy list.

The Village College did not hold their Annual Christmas Fair in 2016 and we lost the
opportunity of running a bookstall so did not request donations. As we weed our
bookshelves regularly we now find we have some space on the shelves.  Please may we
have  any good quality books that you have finished with – preferably paper backs. Did you
know that the mobile library comes to Bottisham on the 3rd Friday of each month? It calls
at Hilton Park 11.55 until 12.25 and then goes to Queens Court in Downing Close from
12.30 to 1.00pm. I hope you will be able to come to our 3rd Annual Library Quiz on 4th
February 2017. There is a separate advert within the magazine

Sylvia Overton

Bottisham Community Library Association

Storytime and Rhyme time 
at Bottisham Community

Library

Join us on the second Saturday of
every month for seasonal stories, rhymes and songs using puppets,
instruments and props to make it suitable for all ages!
When: Second Saturday of every month, 10.30-11am
Price: Free Registered charity No 1104926

Continued from page 35
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN
Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)
Mobile: 07767475987
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My second sentence in the Cresset article last month did get slightly affected in the
printing but the point was that I do now have a box of ‘10’ timetables just as all three
services are about to change on January the 1st 2017.  

I had read in the Cambridge News that Stagecoach were to have a bus parked outside
Boots on Friday the 25th of November and they hoped to meet the travelling public and
hear their views.  There was a photo of the event in the CN on the 29th and the elderly lady
in the picture could have been me!  

I was talking to a pleasant and knowledgeable chap who informed me that the 10/11/12
services were to change on the 1st January and he fetched printed out sheets from the bus
to give to me.  I enquired as to whether he worked for Stagecoach and he told me he was
the managing director, Andy Campbell – so you have heard the information from the top!  

There are changes which affect us - some a few minutes earlier and some a few minutes
later.  Simon Norton writes of the cuts in bus services, especially the rural ones.  Use it or
lose it is my plea!  

Richard Morrison writes in The Times on the way cuts in rural services cut not just a
person’s work and leisure use but also tourism - at least Anglesey Abbey still has a
reasonable bus connection but not on a Sunday.  He says that when buses stop at 6 p.m., we
have no access to cinemas, theatres and other recreations.  In the past six years more than
2,000 routes have been withdrawn.  

The rail link between Oxford and Cambridge via Bedford has been confirmed  but it will
be several years in the building.  East West Rail will be responsible for the design,
construction and operation acting separately from Network Rail.   The original ‘varsity’ rail
link closed in the 60’s.  The Looking Back section in the Cambridge News recently had an
item on the formation of Premier Travel Ltd, when it took over the services of Royal Blue
Coaches of Cambridge and the Harston and District Motor Services Company in 1936.  The
Newmarket branch offers a useful service for National Express bookings.

It is supposed to be full steam ahead for the final leg of HS2 but there is still much protest
– understandable if it is going to go through your house or village. They now say that it will
not get Royal Assent by Christmas.  The legislation to build the first phase of the 250 mph
line running from London to Birmingham could be delayed by a further three months.

The misery for users of Southern Rail continues due to the striking workers – people are
losing their jobs because of being late for work so often.  Fares are also due to rise generally
for rail travellers by possibly 2% but there is to be a new compensation scheme for trains
delayed by 15 mins. not 30 minutes. Delays show up problems in the infrastructure.
Locally there are major engineering issues that need sorting out - putting extra trains on the
routes from Cambridge to Liverpool Street and sorting out Ely North.  Cambridge North
should open in May and bring benefits. The guided busway needs repairs costing £36
million and due to be paid by BAM Nuttall. 

˚Rail info: 08457 48 49 50     Traveline: 0871 200 22 33
Happy travelling! -  Paddy James

Public Transport Matters
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codge.com
info@codge.com
01449 675 548

Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing 
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching •
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs &
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners •
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are
givers and not takers of
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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It has been an exciting and extremely busy year for our Operations
Team.  April saw the arrival of a new H145 helicopter.  Much larger
than its predecessor, the EC135, it can carry enough fuel to fly for
over two hours, with a range of 300 nautical miles (335 miles).

Extending the reach and, therefore, the effectiveness of the EAAA medical teams enables
the charity to play a leading role in training the next generation of pre-hospital clinicians.
More space means that more can be done to help patients during the transfer process.  Also,
during the year, six new pilots have  been trained. The new team delivers the Cambridge
operation over two shifts, spanning 17 hours every day of the year.

To enable this priceless work to continue, EAAA continues to rely on the support of its
fundraisers in all walks of life and, importantly, on those who generously contribute by way
of collection boxes, foreign currency and our own lottery.

If you have any ideas on how you might further help please do not hesitate to get in touch.
From all at East Anglian Air Ambulance, and from the many people who have been helped

over the years  -  Thank you and enjoy a Happy New Year.  
Michael White

A quote from the year “The work you did for my family leaves me forever in your
debt. You gave me the gift of time with David. Thank you.”

East Anglian Air Ambulance

Bottisham Village College 

ADULT LEARNING
NEW EVENING COURSES FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017:

Art History - The Golden Age of European Painting
British Sign Language • Calligraphy 

Digital Photography - Night Shots and Winter
Digital Photography – Portraits and Street Photography

Living with Confidence 
Real Indian Cookery - Curry Delicious

Stained Glass for Beginners • Woodwork

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS - 18TH MARCH
Calligraphy • Cook with your Kids

Paediatric First Aid (Sat/Sun) - meets Ofsted requirements
Stained Glass • Wedding Flowers

Willow Weaving • Russian Decorative Painting
(Most workshops run from 10.00 to 4.00, but check our website for full details)

Our full programme can be found on our website, together with enrolment
information:  www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning

Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 
jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 • MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised &
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s 
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com



43



44



45

Bottisham Community Library Association

Saturday 4th February
7.00 For 7.30

Royal British Legion
£7.50 Per Person 

TO INCLUDE PLOUGHMANS
Maximum 6 Per Table

Please Contact 
Margret Coles 812199 To Book A Table 

Quiz Night

The Macmillan Mammoth Quiz is back, now
in its 9th year with a brand new, brain-teasing
quiz for 2017. The Mammoth Quiz organised
by the Oundle Macmillan Committee is
Macmillan’s nationwide quiz. Simply put, it is
the same quiz, being held on the same day, at
the same time, throughout the country. The
mammoth quiz even holds the Guinness
World Record for the world’s largest
simultaneous quiz. WE NEED YOU TO

HELP MAKE THE 2017 MACMILLAN QUIZ THE BIGGEST AND BEST YET. 
Macmillan are looking for local groups and individuals across the UK to host a quiz on 24th

February 2017 to raise vital funds for people affected by cancer. It's a really fun and easy way
to raise money for Macmillan, and you can hold your quiz anywhere from the local pub or
bowling club to the office or school. Previous participants have commented “It was a great
Quiz and everyone enjoyed it tremendously” and that “the questions are so interesting and
catch the imagination”.

It is free to sign up to host a Mammoth Quiz. You will then be sent a welcome pack with a 2017
quiz and fundraising materials. All that is left for you to do is book a venue and sell tickets! To
register for your 2017 quiz pack, find out more about the Mammoth Quiz call Macmillan
fundraising manager 07894566608 Jessica Levin or email fundraising@macmillan.org.uk

Calling all Quizzers
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Kitchen fitting, all Carpentry,
Building works, Extensions

and Conversions

However big or small 

ianbray@hotmail.com
07412009901

Bray
Installations
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Firstly, may I offer all Cresset readers the warmest seasonal greetings and wish you a healthy
and happy New Year for 2017.

Secondly, please forgive me for bringing the mood down a little for a few moments but I
simply can’t ignore the story of child abuse in football that broke at the end of November.  It
is a national tragedy that so many youngsters had their lives blighted by a few criminals
masquerading as coaches and it is quite beyond comprehension how they managed to get away
with it for so long.  However, what we can say is that the FA and the Cambridgeshire county
FA have been quick to reassure the public in terms of what is already being done and what is
to be done in terms of safeguarding children.

People should know that the county FA affiliates ALL organised football within its
boundaries.  That is to say that every club pays a membership fee and is subject to the Rules &
Regulations, privileges and protections of the Football Association.  Under this affiliation, ALL
youth Coaches, Managers, Volunteers and Referees must have an accepted Criminal Records
Check and Safeguarding Children certificate before they can participate in organised youth
football; and these credentials are checked annually.  Furthermore, ALL clubs with youth teams
are obliged to have a trained Club Welfare Officer who is, in turn, supported by a County
Welfare Officer in dealing with all ‘safeguarding’ matters.  And any reports of on or off-field
concerns relating to child welfare are investigated, then are managed in conjunction with other
appropriate agencies including The FA Case Management team, The Police, The NSPCC and
Local Authorities. 

Finally (in the light of recent reports), by the time you read this, EVERY single football club
in England will have had its members’ certifications double checked to ensure that all our
children are as safe as possible henceforward.

As far as the past is concerned, we hope and pray the professionals of law enforcement bring
the abusers to justice swiftly and mercilessly.  But one can’t help wondering what horrors lurk
in the shadows of other sports.  Governing bodies of all sports should be frantically working to
‘up their game’ right now!

OK, let us turn to more uplifting topics.  “An amazing athlete”; “A better player and a better
man”, “Flawless”!  These are just some of the quotes from former champions in homage to the
new Tennis World No.1 - Andy Murray. What a year he’s had - culminating in a comprehensive
victory over former No.1, Novak Djokovic, to take his first ATP World Tour Finals title in
November.  How did he do it?  Well according to the analysts...  aided and abetted by Ivan
Lendl in his second spell as his coach, Murray found a way to increase the average speed of
his second serve from 85mph to 93mph in the past year, and to increase the points won on his
second serve from 51% to 54% over a two year period.  Such are the margins between success
and failure at the very highest level, eh!

After winning his second Wimbledon championship and retaining his Olympic title in 2016,
too, I would not bet against my second favourite Scot becoming the first person to pick up a
third Sports Personality of the Year prize over Christmas.  You will know the winner by now,
of course, but I wrote this three weeks ago so that our esteemed editor can work his usual
magic.  (“Is he the favourite Scot?” I hear you ask.  Well, let’s just say that he is the one who
kindly provides an audience for my monthly diatribe and he was so generously restrained in

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49.)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.
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the face of my shameless jibe at Rugby Football in December’s issue!  No more unprovoked
attacks Peter!)

And what about the magnificent England Rugby team?  After an unconvincing start to the
final match of the year England produced a stirring rearguard action and a fine display of
counter attacking to demolish Australia for the fourth time in succession, securing their record
14th win in a row, and completing 2016 unbeaten.  Wow!  And the best of it is that coach Eddie
Jones (by now, everyone’s favourite Australian) still holds his team to be a work in progress.
“We can’t get too carried away, we’ve still got a hell of a lot to do to become the best team in
the world.”  So New Zealand remains Rugby’s No.1 nation for the time being.  What a shame
then that the world’s first and second best teams are not destined to meet again until at least
2018 because the Kiwis European fixture list is already “locked and loaded” (according to
Steve Tew the NZ Rugby Chief Executive).  Fans will have to be satisfied with the British &
Irish Lions tour in 2017 which will visit the All Blacks, offering a healthy representation of
English players the chance to measure themselves against the best before, hopefully, knocking
them off their perch the following year!

It occurs to me that there is another universal favourite emerging these days – in Liverpool,
in the shape of manager Jurgen Klopp.  Did you chuckle when he quipped after the recent
Rooney ‘Drinkgate’ affair that “All the legends we love and admire drank like devils and
smoked like crazy but they were still good players”? Ha!

Finally, let’s congratulate Gareth Southgate on securing his position as England football
manager on a four year contract intended to take us right through to Euro 2020.  Poor chap – I
wonder if he’ll be anybody’s favourite by the time we’ve completed all those journeys…?!

TTFN -  Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and landline Phone Number
to Bottishamcresset@gmail.com Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next
months issue.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL

2 Brass lamp bases (candlestick style) - £7 each or £12 for both £7 880491
Margaret Forster paperbacks "Diary of an Ordinary Woman", 

"Good Wives" and "Hidden Lives"- all three books for only £5 880491
Pair of pretty oval retro plates. Pink and green rosebud design £5 880491
John Rutter CD ”This is the Day" - Music on Royal Occasions.New £5 880491
Ladies black velvet jacket - Quilted effect, with embossed 

silver buttons. Size 14. Brand new condition. £10 880491
Kenwood Juicer (JE356) - in excellent condition, hardly used. £15 880491

Sales, Wants and Swaps
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your  irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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The long decline of Christian Britain!
I have heard it said by Polly Toynbee and Jim Al-Kahlili et al that barely half of Britons

call themselves Christian anymore and only a tiny group of these go anywhere near a
church. Both of these journalists use this opinion to justify their view that church and state
should be separated and not be so heavily entwined. Singing in a cathedral choir as I do the
increase in numbers attending cathedral services would seem to dispel this assertion. As I
write we are in a period of the Church’s year known as Advent, which signifies the arrival
of a notable person or thing, which is of course the precursor to Christmas Day. Cathedrals
across the land are reporting record numbers of people attending not only seasonal services
but also weekday and certain Sunday services. Is something extraordinary therefore
happening in church attendance to dismiss the progressives’ perception of a non-Christian
Britain?  Having posed the question, I set about trying to answer it and came across, what
in my opinion are, some interesting details.

At the end of the last century cathedrals were faring no better than parish churches, with
attendances falling. But with the new century a renaissance has seen cathedrals attracting
worshippers despite a continuing decline in parish church attendance. Numbers at services
in almost all Anglican cathedrals has risen and is said to be up by a third in a decade. This is
in addition to visits by tourists. Clearly then there is something about cathedral life that is
meeting a need and contributing significantly to the spiritual flower of the nation. But what
is it about cathedrals, rather than churches, that is causing their mystical gardens to bloom?

In times of uncertainty, conflict and human tragedy it is often to the ‘Church’ that people
turn to seek some form of solace. And we have certainly seen a lot of human pain and
suffering over recent decades. But it is believed to be the cathedrals where most go in such
times to find comfort. It is argued they are ‘places where you can hide your faith behind a
pillar’, where no one demands that you pray or make yourself known. They offer immensity
in which to get lost and wholly engulf one’s senses and emotions. But most strikingly
people sum this up as meeting a desire for anonymity and the option to come and go without
explanation or commitment. 

It is much more difficult to slide in to a parish church because everyone there is probably
watching. If you go into a church your presence is felt and recognised instantly, and there
is a kind of hungry look in the eyes of smaller congregations, particularly if you are a
younger person. These people are possibly thinking about all the jobs these newcomers can
do. But more often than not such folk do not necessarily want to be so heavily committed.

But is it just anonymity that is the major attraction? Surprisingly it is services that use the
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) that are said to be booming. Why a service that is over 300
years old should suddenly be attracting congregants is another question. Perhaps it is the
meditative quality of the music at choral matins and choral evensong that holds special
appeal to 21st-century listeners, able to relax while the choir does most of the work. The
popularity of these services is believed to be because they are also reasonably short and are

Jolley Old World

(Jolley Old World continued on page 55)
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JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES

OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
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(Jolley Old World continued from page 53)

frequently without a ‘sermon’. People can often squeeze them into pressurised lifestyles.
This all suggests traditional styles of service can still deliver the awe and mystery for many
at a time when most Parish Churches have opted for more modern styles. Cathedrals have
also gone back to basics - they have become local champions of education, social welfare
and urban regeneration - in other words, non-religious activities as well as the core business. 

In a sentence then; cathedrals are reverting to their medieval function as a one-stop
cultural and civic institution that makes no demands on the congregant and requires no
show of loyalty. Perhaps then our Parish Churches need to follow and get back to basics by
making the fabric more flexible as a meeting place for a diversity of activities rather than
just as a house of prayer!

And finally; ‘It wasn’t all bad’ for a man who survived an 80ft fall off a cliff by hanging
onto a tree for two hours. After a ‘night out’ he walked along 300ft high cliffs and went to
sit down but slipped over the edge. With just enough power left in his phone he, one handed,
managed to summon help. And a heart-warming end for a little four year old girl who
became separated from her mother whilst trying to cross the Mediterranean from Tunisia to
Italy - she ended up on a boat entirely alone and friendless. But on arrival an Italian Police
Officer took it upon himself to try to trace the mother. Her mother has been found, still in
Tunisia, and they are due to be reunited in Italy in time for Christmas. What a wonderful
Christmas present... TJ

“Life starts out with everyone clapping when you take a poo and goes
downhill from there”. Sloane Crosley - in The Times.

Have you thought of

advertising locally?

YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
This space could be yours 
at very reasonable rates,

both long term (cheaper) or short
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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PAINTING AND
DECORATING

PROPERTY
AND GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

CALL STEVE

on
01223 812434

or
Mobile 07445 459957

REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including
PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •

Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions
(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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Tel: 01638 744326
Mobile: 07507 898460
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD
(Previously N. E. & S. Harrison)

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CARPETS 
OR UPHOLSTERY CLEANED?

HAYDEN IS LOCAL TO THE AREA,
OFFERING FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND ADVICE.

HAYDEN
THE CLEANING SPECIALIST

MERRYWOOD
8 LODE RD., BOTTISHAM CB25 9DJ
01223 813766 OR 07919 561665
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Bottisham & District Gardening Club

Two reports this month, one from the November meeting and the second from our
Christmas Social on 6 December.

Our November speaker was Jon Ogborn, a resident and parish councillor of Bottisham.
He spoke about his work in the agro-chemical business, producing new varieties of seeds
and crop protection sprays in order to feed the world. We heard about the Irish potato blight
in the 19th century which caused starvation and mass exodus to the UK and USA, the
impact of which changed the world. Agriculture was in the doldrums in the inter-war years
and we depended on our overseas colonies for food supplies during the war, which led to
the founding of the Ministry of Food and subsequently ADAS. With the introduction of
insecticides we are now 75-80% self-sufficient. But one hectare (2½ acres) of land now
feeds 2 people a year; in 2030 this same area will need to feed 5½ people. We will need
60% more land to produce the same amount of food. To produce more we have to depend
on pesticides. Testing procedures are very stringent, with food monitored both in the field
and at supermarkets, so food safety is assured. He answered many questions from the floor.
In his opinion it is not necessary to wash fruit or to throw out food past its sell-by date. The
title of his talk was Food for Thought and it certainly made us all think, especially when he
told us that the standard of hygiene in our kitchens and homes caused more harm from
bacteria than pesticides ever did!

We had a full house for our December meeting; Sylvia Overton had prepared (from
John’s photographs) a slideshow called Shopping All over the World. She showed the
‘Splendour of India’ and compared these with the ‘posh shops’ of the QVB Centre in
Sydney and the GUM store in Moscow. Markets and their brief history were well covered,
including Riga in Latvia, Barcelona, Casablanca, and Funchal, Madeira. We saw many
souvenir shops, places to eat, and some strange and interesting public toilets. We finished
with a brief taster of Vietnam, trading on the Mekong, and a spider market selling cooked
insects, including scorpions, small birds and what looked like pickled snakes but was in fact
snake wine. As mementos of their visits the Overtons now have a large collection of small
cats, ranging from Murano glass to 30p market buys. A most interesting talk which brought
back holiday memories for many of our members. She was warmly thanked by our new
Chairman, Julia Green, and will donate her cheque to the Bottisham Community Library.

Following the talk members enjoyed the social side of the club with mulled wine and
mince pies. We look forward to 2017 with our first meeting taking place on Tuesday 24
January. Joanna Crosby will be talking about The Horticultural History of the Apple – 7.30
pm in the Poppy Room, British Legion.

www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 January.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm
Wednesday 10-11.30am
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 6-8pm
Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHAIR 
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PARISH COUNCILLORS
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Close 812499
NICK JERMAN 52 High Street 813044
TONY JOLLEY 141 High Street 812911
JULIA LATIF 22 Beechwood Avenue 07584 352332
ROMAN MACZKIEWICZ 12 Peacock Drive 811561
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN 3 Woodward Drive 07486 372780
CLAIRE WALTON 20 Peacock Drive 811179

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
ALAN SHARP 11 High Street, Stetchworth 01638 507485
DAVID CHAPLIN Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings, 01638 508729

High St, Brinkley

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive 07914 219732

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates offer
NHS, Denplan & Private treatment 

With special interests in Implantology & Orthodontics

Monday 09.00-17.00
Tuesday 09.00-19.00
Wednesday 09.00-17.00
Thursday 09.00-19.00
Friday 09.00-17.00
Saturday 09.00-15.00

New Denplan & Private Patients Welcome
New NHS patients welcome from Friends & Family referrals for a limited time only 

Bottisham Dental
Tunbridge Lane, Bottisham CB25 9DU

01223 811844
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ..................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................

Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only – Urgentcare Cambridge .........................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999

Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station ..Contact through 101 
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Boys Football Club: Jim Tideswell .................................................................................812591
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: .........................................................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Martin Wilson................................................................................07768 031979

Chairman: Will Allen ....................................................................07801 580604
Bottisham Football: John Turner/Tim Sale ....................................................07841592203 / 07743862836
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063

Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250

Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Alan Sharp, 11 High St, Stetchworth  ......................01638 507485

David Chaplin, Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 

Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA...............................................................................
E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET Editor: .............................................................................................email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com ..................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.








